VICEROYS OF INDIA
Lawrence always assessed low, and in two extensive
famines which took place during his early days he acquired
a deep sympathy for the humble, hard-worked native
population, who soon recognised his goodwill and ability.
After eight years of this solid and useful service he was
promoted to be Settlement Officer in Etewah, but being
struck down by fever he had to go home on furlough.
While in Ireland in August 1842 he married Harriet
Catherine, daughter of the Rev. Richard Hamilton,
Rector of Culdafl in County Donegal For some time he
then travelled on the Continent to recover his health; but
his fever still remained, and he was advised not to return to
India. He replied that he must go back there if only to die.
Late in 1842 he was appointed First Civil Judge,
Magistrate and Collector in Delhi, where he remained for
four years. There in 1845 Lord Hardinge, the Governor-
General, met him and was greatly impressed by the
"vehement, hard-riding young man." Lawrence's two
soldier brothers, Henry and George, had already made
themselves known as capable officers; and Hardinge,
recognising the future value of this third Lawrence, in 1846
selected him to be Commissioner of the newly acquired Sikh
territory. "Send me up John Lawrence" he telegraphed
to the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Provinces.
The country which Lawrence had to administer lay,
across the Sutlej and was in an unsettled, discontented
and dangerous state; for after the late war many of the
Rajahs had been dispossessed, and the stigma of defeat
lay heavily on a warlike population, But Lawrence
approached his problem in a friendly and statesmanlike
spirit, until he gradually acquired the trust and indeed
the affection of his new subjects. His brother* now Sir
Henry, was Chief Commissioner of the Punjab at Lahore,
where John occasionally relieved Mm; and though the two
did not always see eye to eye, they always had the true in-
terests of India at heart. For a time, with 0, Q-, Hansel, these
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